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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – June 28, 2018 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Don Skiba, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, Michael York, and Alternate Jim McConnell. The Chair took the roll and read aloud 
the agenda for the meeting.  
 
Absent:  Selectmen’s Representative W. William Hutwelker, Alternate John Baz-Dresch and Alternate Liz 
Traynor 
 
Others Present:   
Interim Director of Planning and Community Development Carol Ogilvie, Richard Rogers, Bob Furlone of 
Furlone LLC, Dave Bergeron of Brickstone Land Use Consultants, LLC, and Peter Halfkenny and Angelo 
Nastovski from BetterBone Company 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Johnson with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from June 14, 2018 were considered. Motion was made by Self to approve the minutes of 
June 14, 2018. There was a second to the motion by Skiba and no further discussion. All were in 
favor except Johnson who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Richard Rogers Multi-Tenant Application for Food Truck  
The Board considered the application of Richard Rogers to take over operation of the Food Truck located in 
the parking lot of the Salvation Army building.  The property is located at 132 Monadnock Highway situated 
in the Business District and shown at Tax Map 18, Lot 68. 
 
Self recused himself from this hearing.  Page appointed McConnell for Self. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Discussion:  Page reviewed the application and noted operational hours will be Tuesday through Saturday 
form 7 am to 4 pm, with an occasional evening from 6 pm to 9 pm. Rogers said there would be no deliveries 
and no special lighting needed. He said there are three parking spaces and only one full-time employee will 
be working on the site. Page noted that the property owners provided a note of approval for the truck in 
their parking lot.  He added that any approval by this Board is contingent upon the applicant receiving a 
food license from the State of New Hampshire and approval from Code Enforcement. Rogers said the gas 
company is going to do an inspection.   
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Page asked for comments from abutters. There were no abutters present.  McConnell asked if the hours 
will be expanded and Rogers said that yes, changing owners and expanding hours. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Johnson asked for signboards to be removed at the street level on State Route 12. Rogers said the sign is 
sand-bagged down so it won’t move. 
 

Motion was made by McConnell to approve the application of Richard Rogers to take over 
operation of the Food Truck located in the parking lot of the Salvation Army building which 
property is located at 132 Monadnock Highway, situated in the Business District and shown at Tax 
Map 18, Lot 68, contingent upon the applicant receiving an approved food license for his business 
from the State of New Hampshire and approval from Swanzey Code Enforcement. There was a 
second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

Self returned to deliberations. 
 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Furlone, LLC Site Plan Review for Mini-Storage Units 
The Board considered the Site Plan Review of Furlone, LLC to construct storage units.  The property is 
located at the Airport Business Center on Route 32 in the Business District, Tax Map 36 Lot 5. 
 
Discussion: Bergeron reviewed the site plan for Phase 2 of the mini storage units on State Route 32. He 
noted that Furlone went to the Zoning Board for an equitable waiver to accommodate the setbacks and 
received that waiver.  He said they also received a setback variance from 75 feet to 65 feet for the new 
building that fronts the road. He pointed to the position of the new buildings next to the existing buildings.  
He indicated wetlands that are being avoided so as not to impact them negatively.  He said there would be 
additional landscaping at the highway side of the building.  He spoke about the drainage plan and the 
retention pond which is at the rear of the property, which was constructed large enough to accommodate 
Phase 2 for the site. He also referred to a small retention basin at the rear of the rear new building.  
Lighting will be a continuation of the existing building.  Security lights will turn on when there is motion.  
Bergeron noted there is a drainage report, which keeps the drainage below the pre-existing level.  
 
Page said the question before the Board at this time is whether or not the application is complete and 
ready to go to public hearing.  There were no concerns expressed at this time. 
 

Motion was made by Skiba to accept the application of Furlone, LLC site plan to construct storage 
units on property located at the Airport Business Center on State Route 32 in the Business District 
and shown at Tax Map 36, Lot 5 as complete. There was a second to the motion by Johnson and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Public hearing will occur on July 12, 2018. 
 
Request for Interpretation of Setback Definition 
There was a discussion about why there is a 30 foot buffer between any building and a property line. Copies 
of the Ordinance section were included in the packet for the meeting and highlighted were statements 
from Section XIII – Definitions, about the first 30 feet of a setback area to a building or structure, while 



 

Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Approved Minutes 
June 28, 2018 
Page 3 of 4 
 

Section V.B. 3. Business District – refers to a 75 foot front setback and side rear setbacks at 20 feet. Page 
said the intent is 30 feet in front.  Page gave some historical information about why the setbacks were set 
as they are and acknowledged that the Section XIII – Definitions setback definition should state front 
setback needs to be 30 feet. Page said Bergeron could gather 25 signatures to go to Town Meeting to add 
“front” to the definition.  
 
Self said the ordinance wording should be corrected. 
  
Completeness of an application 
There was a discussion with application completeness versus another hearing for commentary.  No need to 
take any action, said Page. 
 
Homestead Mill Update 
Discussion:  Peter Halfkenny and Angelo Nastovski were present to speak about the possibility of a site plan 
review for a multi-tenant application for the Homestead Mills location. Halfkenny said he has the sprinkler 
system ready to be tested and has worked with Code Enforcement and the Swanzey Fire Chief.  He said 
they are going into this venture for lease with possibly intent to purchase.  He said injection molding 
machine will be using a potato starch, not a flammable material.  They need storage for components, which 
look like plastic pellets, and which are delivered in semi-tractor trailers. 
 
Page said when you have a multi-tenant application any approval would be contingent upon Fire and Code 
signing off on it. Nostovski said if they purchase the building, the rest of the building would be used for 
storage.  He said they are using large Gaylord boxes for storage.  He spoke about prototype molding and 
that dog bone to be sold at retail at Thanksgiving needs to be produced by October to meet retailer needs 
for November. Production molding would follow. 
 
Page informed Halfkenny and Nastovski that Ogilvie has forms that the applicants can fill out for a multi-
tenant application.  
 
Nastovski said the cooling process will include anti-freeze, but it is a closed system.  His chiller system will 
cool four machines.  They would like to put in ten to twelve machines and he said there is no waste 
involved. Everything brought in is 100% organic, made in USA.  He invited the Board members to visit their 
Website:  betterdogbone.com 
 
Business is Better Bone.  York asked how many employees might there be.  Nastovski said the work would 
continue 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, no plan to shut down.  Maybe 100 employees for first year, and 
after a year and a half, will be 150 employees, and all will be paid well with excellent benefits.  He noted 
that none of the Ilion, New York employees wants to come to New Hampshire.  Optimum time line:  
Nastovski said they are looking to buy within six months.  Extra room will be used for storage and assembly 
part.   Different flavors go into each bone. Page noted that if the company wanted to add machines to the 
operation, they would need to return to the Planning Board for approval. Nastovski said that there would 
be a prototype machine first, followed by two additional machines, and then another eight machines.  
Nastovski said the employees would be paid a good pay scale. Self commented that the lessees should 
make sure they include the parking lot in a lease. 
 
Ogilvie said that July 26, 2018 is the opportunity for the applicants to be on the Board’s. Page suggested 
having a statement from Code and Fire as part of the application, which would help expedite the process. 
 



 

Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Approved Minutes 
June 28, 2018 
Page 4 of 4 
 

Halfpenny said sprinklers are being tested 5th and 6th of July.  They asked when they could put the 
prototype machine in place and Page said if they have a lease, and it has been inspected by Code 
Enforcement, they can move ahead.  Self asked the applicants if they got approval from the West Swanzey 
water company and Nastovski said former owner Brown has been very helpful. Two hydrants will be back 
online.  Halfkenny said he has found the blueprints for the water system.   
 
Next Meeting:  July 12, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury.  There was a second to the motion by Self with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary   
 


